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hurting or helping the housing issues that we face? \anpeed to
| ook at the institutional structure.

PRESI DENT: One ni nute.

SENATOR WESELY: ...that we have, the private industry, the
nonprofit organizations, the public agencies involved, who are
t hey, what are they doing; |ook at coordination and cooperation
of that delivery systemfor neeting housing needs, identify ho
| ead agency to coordinate these plans, which it looks to be

Policy Research. And, again, | just went through essentially
what. we' re looking at, think those are questions that need t0
be answered, they are problems we need tg address. |  would

appreciate very mch your opﬂosition to the Mbore anendnent.
And, if you' re concerned about the costs, we can deal with that.
But I think the housing study, the housing jgssye needs to be
addressed.

PRESIDENT:  Thank you. Senator Chambers, please, followed by
Senator Schimek. W' re speaki ng about the Moore anendnent.

SENATOR CHAMBERS:  Nr. Chairman and nenbers of the | egislature
|'"'mopposed to Senator Mbore's anmendment. paying |i vedin Omaha
all of my [life, havingover that time span watched the
deterioration in housing currently occupied by people ho ar
poor, watching housing that was owned by people outsig\{a of t%e
comuni ty being allowed to deteriorate, andno renter is going
to pay to renovate the house that belongs tosomebody else, so
these absentee |andl ords do not keep up the property. “when they
fall bel ow code requirenents and the people are forced to |gave
because the structure is going to be condemmed, ypny tines they
stay, they continue to stand. They' re not boarded up, they're

not madesecure. Recently, there have been a rash. .there "has
been a rash of arson fires which not only destroy that property

or half destroy it, making an eyesore and creating a hazard,
because it's a gathering place for rats, roaches and other
vermn, some of the two-legged variety, it is. these houses are
attractive nuisances for young people. Some have becone the
hangouts for those who want fo live or are conpelled to live

the other side of the |aw. So, as long as there is nogtate

policy, no direction, other than what occurs at the city |gyg]

a problem as severe as that in Omaha isnever going to be
addressed, let alone solved. Currently, there is a dispute .in
Omaha between the Omaha City Council and the Housing A?Jtﬁwority
because there is what looks like an encanpnent or prison
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